[The characteristics of the course of Leishmania and Pneumocystis opportunistic infections in immunosuppressed laboratory animals].
Specific features of the course of Leishmania and Pneumocystis infections were studied on experimental models. Laboratory animals were subjected to medicinal suppression with Tricort-40. Leishmania infection in naturally susceptible animals was considerably aggravated (in comparison with the controls) in the presence of even short-term immunosuppression. Pneumocystis infection developed in experimental animals under the effect of double suppression. The process of the reactivation of Pneumocystis infection was influenced by Leishmania infection, rapidly developing in the presence of prolonged immunodeficiency. The results thus obtained make it possible to regard Leishmania infection in animals with reactivated Pneumocystis infection as co-infection having the properties of a biological, immunosuppressant. Such situation may be extrapolated on HIV/visceral leishmaniasis co-infection.